
Paonia Players Non-Discrimination Statement 
(taken in large part from and with gratitude to Groundworks) 
 
 

Expectations & Agreements 
We expect all people participating in Paonia Players programs (including staff, students, 
volunteers and directors) to: 

●​ Demonstrate self-awareness and situational awareness, acknowledging the space we 
occupy in relation to others. 

●​ Engage others with warmth and curiosity. 
●​ Strive to create safe, inclusive, and compassionate spaces for each other, acknowledging 

that succeeding at this requires deeply understanding people with different backgrounds 
and experiences. 

●​ Understand that everyone has different levels of knowledge and comfort with these ideas 
●​ Find compassionate ways of holding high standards, insisting that everybody in our 

organization be committed to a process of learning and growth. 
●​ Be willing to engage with critical feedback when it is offered. 
●​ Ask for help if conflicts arise that cannot be resolved within two days. Be willing to engage 

in conflict resolution process  
●​ Racist, anti-Black, transphobic, homophobic, xenophobic and able-ist words and actions 

are not acceptable and will be challenged.  Paonia Players is committed to the following: 

Citizenship 

Participants will not have their citizenship or documentation status disclosed to anyone outside 
of the organization. 

Religion 

We respect and support religious and spiritual belief, practice, and expression in all forms. We 
welcome interfaith dialogue that seeks to build understanding across difference, and we 
approach religious and spiritual belief with kindness and without assumption. 

Sexuality 

We support the rights of people of any and all sexual orientations to engage in the 
relationships they choose. 

 



Gender 

We believe in multiple genders and gender expressions.  Students, staff, volunteers and 
directors will be referred to by their chosen names and pronouns. 

Ability 

We strive to accommodate people of all physical and intellectual abilities. If you are 
differently-abled, all efforts will be made to ensure you can safely and comfortably participate 
in our program. Please reach out to us to let us know about any specific needs or requests you 
might have. 

Race 

We strive to critically analyze how whiteness and racism play out in our community. Staff and 
directors are expected to examine and acknowledge their complicity in racism, white 
supremacy, and anti-Blackness. 

Land 

We acknowledge that Paonia Players operates on indigenous lands of the Ute, Cheyenne, and 
Arapaho peoples. Paonia Players has access to public and private land as the result of 
complex histories of displacement, violence, cultural genocide, deception, dehumanization, 
and closed-mindedness. We acknowledge that the impacts of those actions and mindsets are 
still present with us today, and we strive to keep them in mind as we work for a more just and 
livable future. We are committed to engaging with the complex realities of settler colonialism in 
general and the Western United States in particular. 

With our Earth in trouble, we believe that confronting the roots of inequity, injustice, and 
exploitative and extractive treatment of people is a key component of our path forward. As an 
organization, a large portion of our leadership and the people we reach are of tremendous 
privilege (particularly white, university-educated people with economic means). Much of this 
work needs to be done by the white, wealthy, and powerful—that’s where the majority of our 
world’s destructive actions come from. We work to address those cultures and their roots and 
our work asks that these people fundamentally shift their ways of being. We’re not 
perfect—we’re on that path too, trying our best to live up to the ideals we talk about. We reject 
perfectionism, and believe that working for a better future is never going to be a 
straightforward path. We hope that comes through in our work. We are open to your 
suggestions and feedback. 
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